
Highlights:   

 May/June Social 

 Allen Organs of Chi-

cago 

 June 7th 

 2:00 PM 

 Artist                   

Cletus Goens  

 

will open at 1:30 and 

Cletus will begin his 

program at 2:00.     

Please come on out 

to hear the big 5 

manual Allen—and 

don’t forget to bring 

your music and some 

treats to share with 

your fellow enthusi-

asts.    
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Our next social will 

be on Sunday June 

7th at Allen Or-

gans of Chicago.  

This is our first visit 

to the fantastic new 

location of Allen 

Organs in Boling-

brook.    

Our artist for the 

afternoon will be 

Cletus Goens.  

Doors for the social 

Our Next Social  

Directions to Allen Organs of Chicago 

From Rt. 55 take Rt. 53 south 
to the second traffic light which 
is Crossroads Pkwy. Turn right to 
the FIRST drive on the left and 
follow around the building to 
the front (faces Rt. 53)    

From Rt. 53 drive north to the 
second traffic light which is 

Crossroads Pkwy. Turn left to the 
FIRST drive on the left and fol-
low around the building to the 
front (faces Rt. 53)   
 
Address: 181 W. Crossroads 
Pkwy, SUITE D, Bolingbrook  
Phone: 630-428-9701  



Our Social Artist, Cletus Goens 
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Social 

Organist 

Cletus Goens 

June 7th 

2:00 pm  

  

My parents saw to it that I began piano 

lessons at an early age in my 

hometown of Marion, Indiana. 

Then at age fourteen, I was 

bitten by the theatre organ 

bug after hearing the Wurlitzer 

organ at Indianapolis’ Para-

mount Music Palace. Two years 

later, I began helping out as an 

organist at the Anderson Para-

mount Theatre during inter-

missions. Throughout high 

school, I was booked in several Mid-

western restaurants and lounges on 

Hammond organ and piano, and 

played theatre organ whenever possi-

ble, most notably as a fill-in for the 

Pipe Dreams Restaurant in Kokomo. I 

returned to Marion to provide piano/

vocal entertainment at the country 

club, a position I held for twelve 

years. It was during this time I was the 

organist and music director for “Your 

Healthy Home” television cooking 

show, and also held several church 

positions as an organist, 

choirmaster, and Minister of 

Music. I moved to Fort Wayne 

in 1998, and held post as first 

official organist for the Fort 

Wayne Wizards baseball team 

for three seasons. I currently 

serve as house organist at the 

Embassy Theatre where I pro-

vide organ music and demon-

strations of the Grande Page for 

tours including “Follow the Pipes” 

and “Festival of Trees”, accompani-

ments for the “Behind the Screen” 

silent movies, and even organ dinner 

music for the annual “Embatini” 

fundraiser. For those who wonder, 

my day job is concurrent with my 

passion: I am the Piano Specialist for 

Sweetwater Sound, the world’s larg-

est online music retailer. 

JAN'S  JOTTINGS 
 
       As the song goes..."In a Little Spanish 
Town," we were seated "In a Little Spanish 
Theatre" or so it seemed.  I love the decor 
of the Arcada Theatre, especially the beau-
tiful triple bells on both sides near the bal-
cony. 
       Our dearly departed Bill Barry of Glen 
Ellyn and Doug Christiansen of Lombard 
played a vital role in saving the Arcada 
organ.  Jim Shaffer of Aurora, also depart-
ed, will always be held in high esteem re-
garding the 3/16 Marr/Colton Geneva or-
gan. 
       Taylor Trimby teased us with a few 
bars from "Here Comes Peter Cottontail" 
then "Let It Snow" and "Easter Parade." 
Gershwin's' songs were used in many mov-
ies like "Someone To Watch Over Me" in 
"Star" with Julie Andrews. 

       While I was writing for "VOX CA-
TOE," a reporter was also taking notes 
and photos for an article in The Daily 
Herald. 
       A medley of well-known tunes in-
cluded "Who's In The Strawberry Patch 
With Sally?", "Sweet Gypsy Rose," and 
"Tie a Yellow Ribbon" and who didn't 
like Tony Orlando? 
       The 1967 "A Kind of Hush" by Her-
man's Hermits brought memories of 
dancing at the Embassy Ballroom fol-
lowed by the 1977 "Love Is In The Air" 
by John Paul Young. 
       Herman's Hermits (May 30, 8 pm) 
and Tony Orlando (June 28, 5 pm) will 
be performing at the Arcada Thea-
tre.  Taylor also announced that Frank 
Sinatra's 100th Birthday will be Decem-
ber 12th then played "Something Stu-

(Continued on page 3) 

Social Review   by Jan Challender 



The mighty 4/21 
Wurlitzer sound-
ed fantastic at 
the April social.  
David showed 
off the amazing 
power of that 
instrument as 
well as it’s softer 
and more ro-
mantic side.  
New member 

From the editor ……... 
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Nicholas Renkosik and 
Judy Matarelli played 
during open console! 

Got your tickets for 
the June CATOE public 
show starring Walt 
Strony at the 3/10 
Wurlitzer at the Tivoli  
and Dave Wickerham 
at the 3/10 Wurlitzer 

at Downers Grove North High School? 

Noteworthy Items…..  

pid" and "Strangers In The Night."  FYI: 
Onesti Entertainment O Shows.com. 
       CATOE has started raising funds to do 
a complete rebuild of the organ, including 
dem bells, that will be 90 years old in 2016-
--if you feel so inclined.  Perhaps, you 
might send a $$ memorial for Jim Shaffer. 
       Next was a medley from "Sound of 
Music" as made famous by Julie Andrews 
and recently sung by Lady GaGa as a trib-
ute to Julie.  Some more favorites were 
"Raindrops" by BJ Thomas, "I'll Never Fall In 
Love Again" as sung by Dionne Warwick, 
and "Close To You" by the Carpenters. 
       His powerful Encore was "Everything's 
Coming Up Roses," "On a Wonderful Day 
Like Today," and "Thoroughly Modern Mil-
lie." 
       Thanks Taylor for a very thought-out 
program that entertained us and provoked 
many fond memories.  What a breath of 
fresh air on this Spring? day---Not! 
       Taylor wears many hats:  obtains artists 
and dates and venues for Socials; manages 
membership; promotes PR for CATOE--the 
organs and the venues; sets up all the re-
freshments; and physically is part of the 
work crew.  Please keep in mind---Taylor 
has a full-time computer job at St. Joseph's 
Hospital near his home in Joliet.  CATOE is 
blessed to have him! 
  
Musically yours, 
Jan 

 

(Continued from page 2)  

David Rhodes will be performing on 

the 4/34 Wurlitzer at the Senate Theatre 

on Sunday May 17th at 3:00 pm.    Tickets 

are $15.00.  You can call the ticket hotline 

at 313-894-4100 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2015 ATOS convention is being held 

in Philadelphia, July 2—7.  Many great 

organists will be performing including 

Simon Gledhill, Richard Hills, Hector Oli-

vera, Ron Rhode and Dave Peckham to 

name a few.  They are visiting Macy’s 

(Wanamaker's) and will also venture over 

to Atlantic City to hear the 7 manual Mid-

mer-Losh Organ in the main hall and the 

4/55 Kimball in the ball room.  You can 

get more information at 

WWW.ATOS.ORG.  

Jan’s Jottings, continued 



We have started the fund raising 

for the restoration of the 3/16 Marr 

Colton / Geneva Theatre Organ at 

the Arcada Theatre in St. Charles.  If 

you or someone you know would 

like to contribute, please send the 

tax deductible checks to CATOE  

P.O. Box 2631, Joliet, Illinois  60434 

and make them payable to CATOE 

Restoration Fund. 

Downers Grove will be having 

“Rotary Grove Fest” June 25—28th  

so there will be lots to do before, in 

between and after the Organ Con-

certs!  Come on over and enjoy the 

day in Downers Grove!    

 Order your tickets now for the 

CATOE Downers Grove Day Or-

gan Concerts.  Tickets are $30.00 

for both shows or $20.00 each.  If 

you are interested in purchasing 

the optional box lunch, orders must 

be received no later than June 6th.  

There will be NO lunches sold day 

of concert.   

Progress is being made on the new 

stage at the Tivoli.  David Rhodes 

reports that the organ should be 

back entertaining Friday and Satur-

day movie patrons in a few weeks.   

 

What’s Up in the Area? 

CATOE is on 

Facebook… Check out 

the: 

Chicago Chapter of 

the American Theatre 

Organ Society 

P.O. Box 2631 
Joliet, Illinois   60434 
 

Phone: 815.955.0522 

 

WWW.CATOE61.ORG 

 

E-mail: Catoe_61@att.net 

The Chicago Area Theatre Organ Enthusiasts are committed through performances and 

educational efforts to help the public understand and appreciate how remarkable these 

organs truly are. It is also why we are dedicated to their preservation.  

 

       2014—2016 CATOE BOARD  

David Rhodes  President 

Tim Charlton  Vice President  

Michael Garay  Secretary  

Greg Simanski  Treasurer  

Taylor Trimby  Publicity/Membership Director  

Joe Fisher  Director  

Jerry Long  Director  

Chicago Area Theatre Organ Enthusiasts 


