
Highlights:   

 Winter Social 

 Downers Grove 

North High School 

 February 21 

 2:00 PM 

 Artists                   

Dave Calendine  

 

for us—so you won’t 

want to miss this 

chance to hear him 

on the 3/10 

Wurlitzer.  Also, 

there will be a *BIG* 

announcement at 

the social!         In-

vite your friends and 

neighbors to come over and 

don’t forget to bring a treat to 

share with our fellow enthusi-

asts!  
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Our next social will 

be at Downers 

Grove North High 

School on Saturday 

February 21st with 

our friends from 

CTOS.   The Artist for 

the day will be Dave 

Calendine from 

Michgan.   

Doors are at 1:30 and Dave 

will being at 2:00.    This is the 

first time that Dave has played 

Our Next Social 

Directions to the Downers Grove High School 

Downers Grove North  

High School : 

 4436 Main Street 

(one block South of 

Ogden Avenue) 

Downers Grove. 

Free parking is lo-

cated across Main 

St.  From the East:  

Take I-88 west to Highland Ave.  

Then South on Highland Ave. 

(turns into Main St.) to school.  

From the West:  Take I-88 east to 

Highland Ave.  Highland 

Ave (turns into Main St.) 

south to school.  From the 

North:  Take I-355 south 

to Ogden Ave.  East on 

Ogden to Main St.  South 

on Main St. (one block) to 

school.  From the South: 

Take I-355 north to Ogden 

Ave.  East on Ogden to Main St.  

South on Main St. (one block) to  

the school. 



Social Organist—Dave Calendine  

Page 2 VOX CATOE 

 

 Next CATOE 

Social 

Saturday 

February 21st  

2:00 pm  

  

Dave got his musical start at the 

early age of three, when his parents 

got a player 

piano from 

his Uncle.  He 

started taking 

piano lessons 

at five years 

old from Mr. 

Harry Brown. 

He helped Dave learn to read music, 

and to improve his ability to play by 

ear.  

When he was fifteen he started 

practicing both the organ and piano 

and soon was playing at church for 

preludes and offertories.  He soon 

found out about the theatre pipe 

organ at the Akron Civic Theatre. It 

also turns out that there was an or-

gan concert coming up soon that 

changed his life. The organist’s 

name was Lyn Larsen and he was 

playing the Mighty Wurlitzer theatre 

pipe organ.  David couldn’t believe 

that all of that music, drums and all, 

came from one person at one organ 

console.  He knew he had to get his 

hands on that organ. 

At the age of 16, after getting his 

driver’s license, he drove back 

and forth to Akron for days until 

they finally let 

him in to play 

the organ.   Af-

ter playing it for 

about twenty 

minutes, Dave 

went home a 

very happy guy. 

Less than a week later, he  was 

offered a job as house organist at 

the theatre and remained there 

for three years, playing for several 

shows a week.  His love of classic 

movie palaces came from working 

at this theatre.  From there, he 

went on to play at several other 

theatres across Ohio, eventually 

the country, and even overseas.  

David has also played at several 

restaurants that had theatre pipe 

organs in them. 

Dave lives in Westland, MI, a sub-

urb of Detroit and is one of the 

house organists at the 5,100-seat 

Fox Theatre.  He also plays regu-

larly at the Redford Theatre in De-

troit and at St. Timothy Presbyter-

ian Church in Livonia.  



It is that time again—to renew your 
membership.  CATOE has many res-
toration projects underway and can 
use all the help we can get.    Re-
newal forms were in the Decem-
ber Vox!   THIS WILL BE YOUR 
LAST EDITION OF THE VOX if you 
have not renewed.   

This just in… Our chairman, David 
Rhodes will be playing a social for  
the Land of Lincoln Theatre Organ 
Society on Saturday February 14th at 

From the editor ……... 
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10:00 am on the Corondao’s 4/17 Bar-
ton Grande.  The theatre is located at 
102 North Main Street. 

 

CATOE here and there…… 

The theatre organ scene  was very busy 

over the holiday season with 40 perfor-

mances taking place on several of the 

area organs.  We provided music on 

the 3/10 Wurlitzers at Downers Grove 

North High School and the Tivoli Thea-

tre in Downers Grove; at the 3/16 Marr 

Colton / Geneva at the Arcada Theatre 

in St. Charles and the 4/21 Wurlitzer at 

University of St. Mary of the Lake in 

Mundelein.  We are very lucky to not 

only have so many different venues’ 

with theatre organs in them, but to 

have owners that appreciate and pro-

mote the use of the organs.  Thanks to 

Willis, Shirley and Chris Johnson at 

the Tivoli, Ron Onesti at the Arcada, Fr. 

Tom Franzman and Linda Cerabona 

from the University of St. Mary of the 

Lake in Mundelein and Michelle Cannan 

and Brayer Teague at Downers Grove 

North High School.  

 

Birthday Cake from the Celebration of the 

90th Birthday of Catoes Opus 942. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Charlton and David Rhodes shared 

the bench for the social and they provid-

ed some wonderful music that everyone 

enjoyed.  We will continue to celebrate 

the birthday throughout the year! 

 



Just a reminder—our up coming 

socials will be at the Arcada on 

Sunday March 22nd and David 

Rhodes at Mundelein on April 

19th at 3pm. 

And speaking of the Arcada, they 

have some great 

shows coming in 

for 2015—AND the 

mighty Marr Col-

ton / Geneva organ 

is being used as pre

-show music for many of them.   

We are so thankful (and very lucky) 

for the support that Ron Onesti and 

his entire staff give to CATOE.  

David Rhodes and Tim 

Charlton share bench duties 

at the Tivoli Theatre on CA-

TOE’s 3/10 Wurlitzer each Fri-

day and Saturday nights play-

ing before the movies.  Stop in 

and enjoy their performance 

on our Mighty Wurlitzer!  

JATOE will have Justin Nimmo on 

February 15th and Tim Duckworth 

on March 15th at the Rialto Theatre 

in Joliet.  Both socials begin at 2:00 

pm. 

What’s Up in the Area? 

CATOE is on 

Facebook… Check out 

the: 

Chicago Chapter of 

the American Theatre 

Organ Society 

2615 Inwood Drive 

Joliet, Illinois  60435 

 

Phone: 815.955.0522 

 

WWW.CATOE61.ORG 

 

E-mail: Catoe_61@att.net 

The Chicago Area Theatre Organ Enthusiasts are committed through performances and 

educational efforts to help the public understand and appreciate how remarkable these 

organs truly are. It is also why we are dedicated to their preservation.  
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